Whatever the cause, alveolar abscess is a suppurative inflammation of the periosteum, frequently resulting in the formation of a sac filled with pus at the apex of the root.
In the early stages, the symptoms are simply those of periodontitis deep seated, but no great pain or tenderness on pressure, with frequently elongation, owing to the conical shape of the fang, the pressure resulting from the inflammation forcing the tooth out of its socket. is present the carbolic acid will probably appear at the orifice. The presence of a fistula adds very materially to the probabilities of success, as it allows a free passage for the medicine through the seat of disease.
Should there be no fistula, the treatment is very much the same, except that, as it is difficult to force the carbolic acid into all parts of a closed cavity by the process mentioned, on account of the presence of air, resource must then be had to the fine probes, working the carbolic acid into the most remote parts. The cavity is then filled with Japanese paper and the orifice stopped with paper soaked in sandarch. This ends the first dressing. The 
